
MA LIBERAL ARTS 

 

Applications are invited for admission to the MA programme in Liberal Arts for the semester 
commencing in August 2026. 

A. General Eligibility Criteria 

Qualifying Degree: 

• Qualifying Degree: Bachelor’s degree in any discipline. Candidates who have passed 
their graduate examination in the year 2025 and 2026 only or appearing in the final year 
examination of their Bachelor’ s Degree can apply 

• Admission to the M.A. in Liberal Arts programme is offered through two avenues: a) in-
person entrance test at IISER Bhopal to test writing, interpretive and analytical skills OR 
b) a valid GATE (HSS) score. 

Candidates shortlisted through either mode will have to appear for an online interview 
conducted by the department. 

B. Marks / CGPA / CPI requirement in Qualifying Degrees (listed above): 

1. A minimum of 60% marks or a CGPA/CPI of 7.0 on a 10-point scale (overall 
percentage/CGPA/CPI; not just in the majoring subject) 
 

2. A relaxation of marks, or an equivalent grade relaxation, will be granted with 
reference to the requirement specified in B(1) for candidates belonging to various 
categories, as per Government of India norms. 

If the transcript or grade sheet issued by the Institute/University reports the following: 
 

• Only marks: percentage will be considered 

• Only grades: CGPA/CPI will be considered. If CGPA/CPI is reported on any scale other 
than 10 (eg. 4-point/ 8-point scale), an equivalent CGPA/CPI will be calculated as per the 
following formula: CGPA/CPI on a 10-point scale = (CGPA/CPI Obtained×10)/PS PS = 
Point scale used by the Institute/University. 

• Both marks and CGPA/CPI: Percentage equivalent of CGPA/CPI, as indicated on the 
transcript/gradesheet, will be considered. The conversion factor must be available in the 
transcript/grade sheet/certificate issued by competent authority. 

 

C. SELECTION PROCEDURE: 

• Candidates will be required to take an in-person entrance examination and interview. 
Candidates having a valid GATE (HSS) qualification will be exempted from the written test, 
but will also have to appear in-person for the interview round.  

• Walk-in written test and interview will be held on 9 June 2026, 9 am. No interview call 
letters will be issued. 

• Travel allowance (TA) will be provided to SC/ST candidates appearing for the entrance 
exam, as per Government of India norms. 

D. IMPORTANT NOTES: 

• All communication with candidates will be by e-mail only. 

• Kindly check this website for periodic updates. 



• In case of any application-related queries, your application number must be mentioned 
in the subject line. 

• Candidates who are currently appearing or are about to appear for the final 
examinations of their qualifying degree programme are eligible to apply for the MA 
programme. However, if selected, admission to the MA programme would be conditional 
upon their completing the qualifying degree with the defined marks criteria, before 
joining the institute. 

• Relaxation of eligibility criteria for SC/ST/PwD and OBC-NCL/EWS applicants will be as 
per Government of India norms. Candidates belonging to a reserved category must 
submit the relevant certificates if selected. 

• Submission of an application does not automatically guarantee shortlisting for the 
entrance exam or interview. The department may use additional criteria to shortlist 
candidates depending on the number of applications received. 

 

To submit the Online Application, please Click here 

Important Dates 

• 9th June 2026 till 9:00 AM: Last date for receiving online application. 

• Other relevant dates will be announced in due course of time. 

 

https://phdadmission.iiserb.ac.in/

